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HUSKY NEWS

 At the time of this writing the school 
year is now at the end of the second 
week.  As the new Principal of the school 
I am delighted to share with you some 
observations about Abby Middle School as 
the students have now settled into their 
routines.
 Firstly, it has been a wonderful school 
to get to know.  The students are a very 
friendly group with their welcoming 
manners which, amongst other things, 
have included an effort to make contact 
with me, strike up a conversation and 
share what is happening in their grade 
and in their classroom.  I have noticed 
them being eager and enthusiastic as 
they come to school and there is certainly  
a sense of pride in their new school and 
in the opportunity they have to leave a 
legacy.
 This school can lay claim to a very 
professional, dedicated and caring staff.  
This is recognized by several indicators 
not the least of which are the numbers of 
students that return to the school even 
though they have moved on to secondary.

 These students, who return to see 
teachers either because they have moved 
up to another grade or moved past the 
grade 8 year, identify for us the “impact” 
that teachers have.  This is a staff who 
long after their association with students 
has formally ended continue to be visited 
by their former students.  It is an 
indicator of a healthy school.
 I’ve also had the opportunity to meet 
many parents who come to our school 
with their children or who drop in to see 
staff.  The parents in the community all 
have in common a desire for their 
children to do well.
 The early part of the year affords all of 
us the opportunity to get practices in 
place that will establish an emphasis on 
the importance of schooling.  Over the 
last 100 years the greatest predictor of 
success has been education.  Students 
need to stay in and finish school.
 Right now less than 9% of the 
available jobs can be obtained without 
high school graduation.  Between 2008 
and 2011, 54% of all openings in BC will 
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require either university graduation or 2 
years of post secondary beyond 
graduation.
 In the Middle school we can make 
major inroads to supporting our students’ 
chances of securing a successful future by  
making sure their attendance is a priority 
and when they are at home setting 
routines that are condusive to being able 
to study and complete homework.  A 
place away from distractions (like the TV) 

and a spot where it is commonplace to 
study or complete necessary tasks is a 
great idea and establishes a routine for 
students to get into.
 Abby Middle school has great students, 
a superior staff and caring parents... a 
recipe for an outstanding 2008/2009 
school year.

Warm Regards,
Jim MacDonald, Principal

TEACHING STAFF

Gr. 6/Div. 1 Mr. R. Dool
 rick_dool@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 6/Div. 2 Ms. B. Kamiya
brandi_kamiya@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 6/Div. 3 Ms. C. Loewen
 carmen_loewen@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 6/Div. 4 Ms. L. Inglis
 laura_inglis@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 6/Div. 5 Ms. K. Grant
 kelly_grant@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 6/Div. 6 Mr. Tom Barski
 tom_barski@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 7/Div. 8 Mr. S. Kring
 steve_kring@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 7/Div. 9 Ms. K. Shannon
 kathy_shannon@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 7/Div. 10 Mr. G. Kemp
 graeme_kemp@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 7/Div. 11 Ms. N. Koop
 nicola_koop@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 7/Div. 12 Mrs. C. Ewert
 chauntel_ewert@sd34.bc.ca

 Ms. S. Mah
 staci_mah@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 7/Div. 13 Ms. S. Chambers
 stacey_chambers@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 8/Div. 14 Ms. T. Landry
 tara_landry@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 8/Div. 15 Mr. S. McLaughlin
 sean_mclaughlin@sd34.bc.ca

 Mrs. D. Beisiegel
 debbie_beisiegel@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 8/Div. 16 Ms. L. Herbert
laura_herbert@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 8/Div. 17 Mrs. E. Perry
 erin_perry@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 8/Div. 18 Vacant 8
 @sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 8/Div. 19 Mrs. L. Mactavish
 lauren_mactavish@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 8/Div. 20 Mr. J. Beck
 jamie_beck@sd34.bc.ca

Gr. 7&8/Div. 21 Mr. D. Peters
 dean_peters@sd34.bc.ca

EXPLORATIONS
Art/Home Ec. Ms. J. Seymour

 jennifer_seymour@sd34.bc.ca

ESL/International Mr. A. Bath
 avtar_bath@sd34.bc.ca

Music/Drama Mrs. A. Turek
 amber_fraser@sd34.bc.ca

Technology Mr. M. Howe
 mike_howe@sd34.bc.ca

Aboriginal
Services Mrs. J. Lawson

 juanita_lawson@sd34.bc.ca

 Every month an 
outstanding student is 
chosen by staff members 
for their great attitude and 
kind acts.  The student 
chosen will be invited to a 
recognition dinner with his/
her parents/guardians at 
the end of the year in 
appreciation of this positive 
behaviour.
 September’s student of 
the month will be 

announced in October’s 
newsletter.

Place 
Picture of 
Excellent 

Abby Middle 
Student 

Here

September Student of the Month

DID YOU KNOW?

You can communicate, via email, 
with any employee  in our district 

by using the following format:
firstname_lastname@sd34.bc.ca

LOST AND FOUND
 Parents are asked to come to the school 
to claim any lost clothing items from our lost 
and found.
 Items are bagged up and donated to 
The Salvation Army at Christmas Break, 
Spring Break and then again at the end of 
the school year.

ABBY MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCCER ACADEMY
 The Abbotsford School District has approved Abbotsford Middle School to provide 
the Abbotsford Middle School Soccer Academy. 
 Students participating in this academy will be provided with professional 
coaching and instruction.
 If you are interested in registering your child into this program, please email 
either Mr. Levings at ian_levings@sd34.bc.ca OR Mr. McLaughlin at 
sean_mclaughlin@sd34.bc.ca

READING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Abby Middle, in partnership with the Central Abbotsford Community School and 
Old Spaghetti Factory, is starting a reading buddy program. The school is 
looking for volunteers interested in reading one-on-one with grade 6 students. 
The program is to take place during reading period (12:55-1:25) Monday to 
Friday. Participants would be asked to commit to volunteering 30 minutes once 
a week. Anyone interested is asked to please contact Ms. Kling.
Phone: 604-859-7125 ext.3228  E-mail: sheri_kling@sd34.bc.ca 
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EATING DISORDER SUPPORT GROUP
 Eating Disorder Support Group: for those suffering from an eating disorder and 
their friends.
 Learn how to eat for a lifetime without dieting, and have energy and vitality, for 
a sustained recovery.

Location: Mission Public Library
Time:  4 PM, meets the last Monday of every month from Sept - June 2009
Facilitator: Eating Disorder Nutritionist, Sarah Isaacson, B.Sc. Nut, CD
  From Bakerview Wellness Centre in Mission
Cost:  FREE
To attend phone: 1-866-718-KIWI (www.daffodilhill.org)

Hello all,
           As we know the raising of boys is a challenge and understanding
them better is definitely helpful. I would like to invite you to consider
coming to the BoySmart Seminar that we are hosting with Robert Bateman
Secondary. 

* Effective Strategies for Parenting Boys
* Date: October 16, 2008
* Time: 6:30pm to 8:30pm
* Place: Robert Bateman Secondary
* Cost: $10 each ticket. We have only a limited amount of tickets and
encourage people to buy early. They are available at Clayburn Middle and
Robert Bateman offices. 
* Cost: $15 each after October 10th and at the door. 

Look forward to seeing some of you there. Please forward this email to
anyone that you know would be interested. Please visit their website: 
www.mentoringboys.com 

Please contact me via email or phone call with any questions.

Bud Loewen
(PAC President)          604-751-0878 (cell phone)

ADHD SUPPORT GROUP
 The AHD Parent Support Group will be meeting on Thursday, October 
16th from 7:00 – 9:00 pm at Fraser Valley Child Development Centre, 
102-32885 Ventura Avenue in Abbotsford.   This month Ian Gladman, an 
Elementary School Principal from Langley, will be here to talk about helping 
your child to be successful in school and also available to answer any questions 
you may have.
 All parents/caregivers are welcome to attend these free sessions.  For 
more information contact Wendy Bruzzese at 604-852-2686 ext 230.

BREAKFAST AND CANTEEN STARTUP
 The breakfast program will be available to students again beginning October 
1st.  On Wednesdays, Global Harvest will be serving and on Fridays, Christian Life 
Community Church will be serving.  THERE IS CURRENTLY NO BREAKFAST SERVED ON 
MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, OR THURSDAYS.
 On Thursdays, the canteen will be serving turkey, beef, tuna, and cheese mini 
subs (4” subs) for $3.00 each.  On Fridays, the canteen will be serving chicken, cheese, 
or pepperoni pizza for $1.50 per slice.  THERE IS CURRENTLY NO FOOD BEING SERVED 
ON MONDAYS, TUESDAYS OR WEDNESDAYS.
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SWIS - (Settlement Workers in Schools)
 If your family (or someone you know) is new to Abbotsford and has immigrated 
to Canada in the last year, you (or they) may be eligible for the services of a SWIS 
worker. SWIS workers can help your family connect with school and can also help your 
family with other settlement needs in your home language. Services are currently 
available in twenty-one languages and can be arranged for in other languages, if 
necessary. Please contact your local school for a pamphlet of SWIS Information for 
Families or call Kanta Naik at 604 853 7640 

IMMIGRANT PALS ( Punjabi)
 A family literacy program is available to new immigrant Punjabi speaking 
families who have children that are three and four years old.  Eligible families must be 
new to Canada having arrived here within the last 2- 3 years. Space is allocated on a 
first come first serve basis. However, preference will be  given to those who have limited 
English. This program supports twenty - five families and runs for 10 sessions. Sessions 
run one Thursday per month from approximately 4: 45pm - 7:00 pm. The program is 
located at Harry Sayers Elementary. For further information please call Kanta Naik at 604 
853 7640 or Cindy Romanowski  at  604 851 4580

SUPPORT GROUP
 The AHD Parent Support Group meets the third Thursday of each month, from 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Fraser Valley Child Development Centre, 102-32885 Ventura Ave 
Abbotsford.   This is your opportunity to come out and talk with other parents of children 
with ADHD while listening to speakers on a variety of topic.
 All parents/caregivers are welcome to attend these free sessions.  For more 
information contact Wendy Bruzzese at 604-852-2686 ext 230.
 Any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and 
do not necessarily represent those of the Fraser Valley Child Development Centre. 

FRIDAY NITE BASKETBALL
A new, exciting season is starting soon! Registration is still available:

 
When: Saturday, Sept. 13 from 10am – 4pm
Where: MEI Secondary (corner of Downes & Clearbrook)
Registration Cost: $135 
 
Who is FNB for? Boys and girls from Ages 4-18 (age and gender specific gyms).
What: The league runs from October – March on Friday nights 
Where: 22 schools across Abbotsford
Why FNB? Develop SKILLS, Make FRIENDS, Build CHARACTER & Have FUN!
 
Questions? call Sandi Geddert at 604-855-7421 or come to our registration.

FREE PROGRAMS OFFERED AT 
THE ABBOTSFORD YOUTH COMMISSION

Flyers are always available in the school office, or you can get 
information by calling 604-854-8785 OR dropping in at 101-32383 

South Fraser Way OR by checking out their website at 
www.abbyyouth.com
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